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Outstanding Academic Papers by Students (OAPS) at CityU

• Started by the Run Run Shaw Library of the City University 
of Hong Kong (CityU) in 2005 as an institutional repository 
initiative. 

• Collaborative project with academic departments and 
library partners worldwide.

• Quality student papers are preserved and disseminated in 
digital format for perpetual access, scholarly 
communication and broader readership.

• Coverage: final year projects, term papers/reports/projects 
at both undergraduate (mostly) and postgraduate levels, 
nominated by academic departments.



http://dspace.cityu.edu.hk/

Outstanding Academic Papers by Students (OAPS) at CityU
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Over three quarters of the academic departments have 
joined the OAPS.
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Outstanding Academic Papers by Students (OAPS) at CityU



“The Discovery-enriched Curriculum (DEC) has the goal of giving all 
our students the opportunity to make an original discovery while at 
City University. The DEC is the academic blueprint described in CityU’s
Academic Development Proposal 2012-15…”

Alignment with CityU’s Discovery-enriched Curriculum

Recognize the students’ academic achievement 
showcase students’ discovery, innovation and creativity

http://dspace.cityu.edu.hk/handle/2031/6845
Establishing a themed heritage trail: Seng, Lou, 
Beng, Sei in Happy Valley
Leung CheukYin Eric, Ho King Him & Chan Siu On Andy
BA (Hons) in Culture and Heritage Management

“… your design of the Happy 
Valley Heritage Trail is potentially 
implementable as a cultural 
project that shows the distinct 
nature of Hong Kong cultural 
heritage – particularly its 
multicultural richness and 
internationality.”
-- Prof. Zhang Longxi, Chair Professor 
of Comparative Literature and 
Translation at CityU and Foreign 
Member of the Royal Swedish 
Academy of Letters, History and 
Antiquities.

http://dspace.cityu.edu.hk/handle/2031/6845


Increase the Visibility and Citations of Students’ Works

2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 Average
No. of fulltext

downloads
86,150 101,366 78,251 88,589

Usage of OAPS Papers, 2011/12 – 2013/14

as of Feb 
2013

as of Feb 
2014

as of Jan 
2015

No. of OAPS papers cited* 26 44 52
Total No. of times cited* 29 51 73

* Citation in academic journals / dissertations / conference proceedings / book 
chapters according to Google Scholar

Citation of OAPS Papers, 2013 - 2015



Increase the Visibility and Citations of Students’ Works

Example:

Cited by a scholar affiliated 
with University of Bologna, 

Italy

Cited by a scholar affiliated 
with Laurentian University, 

Canada

2013 2014



Increase the Visibility and Citations of Students’ Works

Country/Region of Author Affiliation of 
the Citing Papers 
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Reward Students’ Outstanding Works
Annual OAPS Certificate Awarding Ceremony

Each year, a Certificate Awarding Ceremony is held to 
bestow recognition to students’ outstanding works in 
CityU Library.



Enrich the Students’ Award Profile

PGDip in Psychology (CityU)
OAPS Paper: http://dspace.cityu.edu.hk/handle/2031/5359

MFA in Creative Writing (CityU) 
OAPS Paper: http://dspace.cityu.edu.hk/handle/2031/6836

BEng (Hons) in Building Engineering (Structural and 
Geotechnical Engineering) (CityU)
OAPS Paper: http://dspace.cityu.edu.hk/handle/2031/6853

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jialixuan

http://dspace.cityu.edu.hk/handle/2031/5359
http://dspace.cityu.edu.hk/handle/2031/6836
http://dspace.cityu.edu.hk/handle/2031/6853
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jialixuan
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Expand Academic Partnerships with Premier Universities



Expand Academic Partnerships with Premier Universities

2,383 2,718
3,113

3,616

at end-Mar 2012 at end-Mar 2013 at end-Mar 2014 at end-Mar 2015

Total No. of OAPS papers

OAPS Consortium Collection

+503
+395

+335



Expand Academic Partnerships with Premier Universities
2014 (11th) 
Tsinghua University

2013 (10th) 
Nanyang Technological University

2012 (9th) 
University of 
Southern California

2011 (8th) 
National United Univ. & 
Feng Chia Univ.2010 (7th) 

Xiamen University
2009 (6th) 
Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University

2008 (5th) 
Tsinghua University

Annual OAPS  Task Force Meeting 



Expand Academic Partnerships with Premier Universities

The OAPS Portal (http://www.oapsportal.org) 
facilitates the discovery of the outstanding papers of member institutions.

Engage students with the global community, broaden their horizons 
and nurture their multicultural sensitivity
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Expand Academic Partnerships with Premier Universities

Librarians, professors and students of the OAPS partner libraries 
participate in the CityU’s OAPS Certificate Awarding Ceremony.  

Engage students with the global community, broaden their horizons 
and nurture their multicultural sensitivity

Prof Keiichi Uchida (內田
慶市), Director of Kansai 
University Library

Prof Masaru Kono
from Faculty of 

Political Science 
and Economics of 

Waseda University

Student from Waseda
University

Mr Choy Fatt Cheong
University Librarian of 
Nanyang Technological 
University

Student from 
Kansai 

University
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“For our students, OAPS presents a unique 
publishing opportunity, often a first 
experience of the great sense of 
accomplishments that attends creating new 
knowledge and sharing it with a global 
academic community.”
-- Catherine Quinlan, Dean of the University of 
Southern California Libraries (USA)
http://www.usc.edu/libraries/communications/publications/

Expand Academic Partnerships with Premier Universities

Engage students with the global community, broaden their horizons 
and nurture their multicultural sensitivity

http://www.usc.edu/libraries/communications/publications/


http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/about/event/oaps_cer20
14/student/com/liu_na.htm

http://www.stephyliu.info
Academic Achievement:

Author Page at CityU Library

Ideas for Future Development

Promote Students’ Academic Accomplishments

http://www.stephyliu.info/

Author 
Page:

http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/about/event/oaps_c
er2014/student/com/liu_na.htm

CityU Institutional Repository

Author’s 
personal 
page

http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/about/event/oaps_cer2014/student/com/liu_na.htm
http://www.stephyliu.info/
http://www.stephyliu.info/
http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/about/event/oaps_cer2014/student/com/liu_na.htm


http://dspace.cityu.edu.hk/handle/2031/7087

http://www.ee.cityu.edu.hk/home/doc/progr
amme/FYP_ECE_ChuiKwokTai.pdf

Two conference papers have been published 
and one award has been received. 

Ideas for Future Development

OAPS paper

"Appliance signature identification solution using K-means clustering " IECON 2013 - 39th Annual 
Conference of the IEEE Industrial Electronics Society, Vienna, Austria, Nov. 2013, pp. 8420-8425. 
10.1109/IECON.2013.6700545
“Appliance signature: Multi-modes electric appliances," IEEE The International Conference on 
Consumer Electronics-China (ICCE-China), Apr. 2014
10.1109/ICCE-China.2014.7029896

Relevant conference proceedings papers

IEEE Conference 
Proceedings 

Papers
OAPS Paper

http://dspace.cityu.edu.hk/handle/2031/7087
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/IECON.2013.6700545
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/ICCE-China.2014.7029896


Ideas for Future Development

• Encourage students 
to submit their OAPS 
papers to:

Undergraduate journals

Relevant academic journals

Conferences

http://www.cur.org/resources/st
udents/undergraduate_journals/

List of Undergraduate Journals 
(Council on Undergraduate 
Research, US) 

About 70% of the OAPS papers for the past 
three years are at undergraduate level.

• Provide more author and 
publisher workshops

Enhance Quality Research          Discovery-enriched Curriculum

http://www.cur.org/resources/students/undergraduate_journals/
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