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How is Digital Humanities Perceived?

DH is “the next big thing” in higher education
Parry, M. (2014). How the humanities compute in the classroom. The Chronicle of Higher Education. Retrieved 
from http://chronicle.com/article/How‐the‐Humanities‐Compute‐in/143809/

DH is reconnecting scholars and libraries. “Ignoring 
this trend could sever those relationships and 
position the library more as a museum than as an 
integral contributor to scholarship”

Schaffner, J., & Erway, R. (2014). Does every research library need a digital humanities center?. Retrieved from OCLC Research 
website: http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2014/oclcresearch‐digitalhumanities‐center‐2014.pdf

DH is one of the seven top trends in academic libraries
ACRL Research Planning and Review Committee (2014). Top trends in academic libraries: A review of the trends and issues 
affecting academic libraries in higher education. College & Research Libraries, 75(6), 294‐302.



How is Digital Humanities Perceived?

83% of responding ARL members supported digital 
humanities projects

Bryson, T., Posner, M., Pierre, A. St., & Varner, S. (2011). SPEC kit 326: Digital humanities. Washington, DC: Association 
of Research Libraries.

All 8 JULAC libraries indicated that supporting DH is 
important in their current planning

Wong, S. H. R. & Li, H. P. (2015). An assessment of readiness for supporting digital humanities in Hong Kong academic 
libraries: Evaluating the potential for program development and international collaboration. In K. Sacco, S. Richmond, S. 
Parme & K. F. Wilkes (Eds.), Supporting digital humanities for knowledge acquisition in modern libraries. Hershey: IGI 
Global. [Forthcoming]



What is Digital Humanities?

Using digital technologies…

• To serve as research / teaching tools

• To extend the life of scholarly sources & facilitate 
information sharing

‐ Support research or teaching only?
‐ Library‐Faculty collaboration only?
‐ Digitization of library collections count?

• To help yield new findings

‐ Open access only?
‐ Support all disciplines?



How Do We Support DH?

Advocacy

• Project proposal
• Project management
• Grant co‐application

• Data support
• Digitization /        

format conversion
• Metadata

• Web interface / 
database programming

• Copyright handling

• Co‐teaching
• Co‐publication
• Event co‐organization

Collaborate in…
• Project assessment
• Promotion



Faculty + Library Working Together
Finished a research /
Having a teaching need

FACULTY

Data ; Primary / secondary
sources ; Subject expertise

LIBRARY ‐
DMSSProject 

Proposal ; 
Mgnt ; etc. Programming

• LIBRARY – SYS
• ITO

Server



Digital ProjectsCreative
Work

History Film Film Religion Language MEP

HKBU Heritage
 Academy of Film
 Academy of Visual Arts
 Department of Communication Studies
 Department of Humanities and Creative Writings
 Department of Journalism
 Department of Music

http://heritage.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/

GRANTGRANT

NEWS

CO‐PUBLICATION



Digital ProjectsCreative
Work

History Film Film Religion Language MEP

History in Data
 Department of History

http://digital.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/history/

GRANTGRANT

NEWS

CO‐TEACHING

CO‐PUBLICATION



Digital ProjectsCreative
Work

History Film Film Religion Language MEP

South and South‐East Asia Documentary Film Research Website

 Academy of Film

GRANTGRANT

MORE PHASESMORE PHASES

COPYRIGHTCOPYRIGHT



Digital ProjectsCreative
Work

History Film Film Religion Language MEP

HKBU Corpus of Political Speeches
 Language Centre



Digital ProjectsCreative
Work

History Film Film Religion Language MEP

Media Ecology Project
 Academy of Film
 Dartmouth College (US)



Other DH Initiatives

• Mini‐Conference on Digital Humanities

http://library.hkbu.edu.hk/digital‐humanities/



Other DH Initiatives

• Doing Scholarship In/On Digital Culture

http://library.hkbu.edu.hk/digital‐culture/



Other DH Initiatives

• Digital Scholarship Grant
– Proposed by the Library
– Supported by the University
– HK$ 300,000 annually to support 3+ projects

• Staff
• Copyright fees
• Technical resources and services
• Supplies and materials



Benefits of Supporting DH

• For the academia & the public
– Promote innovation and potential new uses of 
the source materials

– Reduce the cost of duplicating source material 
collection

– Providing important resources for education
– Encouraging new interdisciplinary fields



Benefits of Supporting DH

• For the university / scholars
– Raise the visibility of the university and the 
corresponding academic department

– Promote the research and its outcomes
– Provide a direct credit to the scholars
– Lead to new collaborations between source 
material users and scholars



Benefits of Supporting DH

• For the library
– Enhance our visibility on campus
– Attract faculty’s attention
– Directly engage in the core business of our faculty
– Spread by word of mouth
– Enhance our value and bargaining power
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