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Disclaimer!
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• I am NOT a lawyer
• This is NOT legal advice
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2. Navigating: Questions to Steer by
3. Using different materials as sources to “harvest” to “train” computer models
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1.1. Copyright

Requires written  or “concrete expression”  of an idea

Examples:
• Poem, play or drama

• Music (the composer's rights) 

• Paintings, photos, sculptures 

• Computer programs & software 

• Sound recordings 

• Films & TV broadcasts
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Example:  I took this photo. It is copyrighted to me.

• I can’t copyright the concept or reality of “Chinese New Year in Hong Kong”

• I can copyright the photo

Caplan, V. Chinese New Year in Hong Kong. 2011.



   

1.2. Copyright  Duration -  Length (Years)

In Hong Kong:  

• Life of creator + 50 years

• Publication date + 50 years

Australia:  

• Life + 50 years (pre-2005 )

• Life + 70 years (post-2005)

UK:

• Life + 70 years

USA 

• Life of creator + 75 years;  OR 95 years from publication or 120 years from 
creation whichever is shorter 

• As of January 1, 2026, works from 1930 & sound from 1925 = public domain 
in USA
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Copyright terms table  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries%27_copyright_lengths

Public Domain Day 2026 - https://web.law.duke.edu/cspd/publicdomainday/2026/  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries%27_copyright_lengths
https://web.law.duke.edu/cspd/publicdomainday/2026/


   

1.3. Public Domain
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http://sgpower.tgbus.com/UploadFiles_9949/200
907/20090706161126348.jpg

http://www.kilikulu.com/wp-
content/uploads/2009/01/redcliff2.jpg

http://bp1.blogger.com/_A8kK3GAyva0/R-
ELBRO1r8I/AAAAAAAABrs/jV3d0NYf_eU/s400/%E4%B8%89%E5%9C%8B
%E6%BC%94%E7%BE%A9%E9%83%B5%E6%91%BA.jpg

http://www.morningstar.com.tw/pic_M/1099102.jpg

After a copyright term expires:
 Anyone can re-publish it or  translate it or make a new version

People may use 羅貫中’s original work without paying $$$ to his descendants

But….Translation, typographic arrangement, or new version may be copyrighted



   

1.4. Copyright Guides 
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https://libguides.hkust.edu.hk/copyright/ https://libguides.lib.hku.hk/copyright_hku/home 

https://libguides.hkust.edu.hk/copyright/
https://libguides.lib.hku.hk/copyright_hku/home


   1.5. Copyright  in Hong Kong 
 – Education Exemptions 
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Copyright Ordinance
• Section 38 – Research & Private Study
• Section 41A  - For Purposes of Instruction
• Section 41 – Things done for purposes of instruction or examination
• Section 43 – Performing, playing or showing work in course of 

activities of educational establishments
• Sections 47-53 – Copying by Librarians

License agreements can create rights & responsibilities beyond the exemptions 

https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap528


   

1.6. Creative Commons 
  Menu of Choices 

License Type
Attribution  -

=  CC BY
This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, even 
commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation

Attribution Share Alike  
= CC BY-SA

This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work even for commercial 
purposes, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under the 
identical terms

Attribution-No Derivatives  
= CC BY-ND

This license allows for redistribution, commercial and non-commercial, as long as it is 
passed along unchanged and in whole, with credit to you.

Attribution-NonCommercial 
 = CC BY-NC

This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-commercially, and 
although their new works must also acknowledge you and be non-commercial, they 
don’t have to license their derivative works on the same terms.

Attribution-Non-Commercial-
ShareAlike 

= CC BY-NC-SA

This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-commercially, as 
long as they credit you and license their new creations under the identical terms.

Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivs

= CC BY-NC-ND

This license is the most restrictive of our six main licenses, only allowing others to 
download your works and share them with others as long as they credit you, but they 
can’t change them in any way or use them commercially.

Learn more: https://libguides.hkust.edu.hk/copyright/creative-commons 9

https://libguides.hkust.edu.hk/copyright/creative-commons
https://libguides.hkust.edu.hk/copyright/creative-commons
https://libguides.hkust.edu.hk/copyright/creative-commons


   

2. Navigating - Questions to Steer by
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W.G.N. (Wicher Gosen Nicolaas) van der Sleen, 1929, cc-by  Wereld Museum, Rotterdam.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:COLLECTIE_TROPENMUSEUM_%27Kapitein_achter_het_stuurwiel_van_het_schip_%27Doortje%27_TMnr_10027606.jpg

https://rotterdam.wereldmuseum.nl/
https://rotterdam.wereldmuseum.nl/
https://rotterdam.wereldmuseum.nl/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:COLLECTIE_TROPENMUSEUM_%27Kapitein_achter_het_stuurwiel_van_het_schip_%27Doortje%27_TMnr_10027606.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:COLLECTIE_TROPENMUSEUM_%27Kapitein_achter_het_stuurwiel_van_het_schip_%27Doortje%27_TMnr_10027606.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:COLLECTIE_TROPENMUSEUM_%27Kapitein_achter_het_stuurwiel_van_het_schip_%27Doortje%27_TMnr_10027606.jpg


   

2.1. Questions before Using Others’ material

What is the status of the item(s)?

• Currently under copyright?

• Creative Commons?
▪ What does the license allow me to do?

• Public Domain?

If it is under copyright 

• Is the desired activity covered by some of the HK Copyright Exemptions?

• Is the action permitted by a license?

• Who owns or licenses it?

• Who to contact to request permission or to pay $ for the action?
11



   

2.3. Questions for Sharing & Protecting Own Material

What does the creator think about people or companies using it for….

• Non-profit educational use?

• For profit & give me some of the $$$?

• Make money from it without sharing the profits with me?

• Do anything (for profit or non-profit) if they acknowledge?

• Do anything, if I can stay anonymous?

• Training LLM models for profit?

• Training in-house LLM for non-profit educational or research purposes?

12



   

3.1. LLMs & GenAI Need  “Content” to “Train” 
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Modern-tools. cc-by Parvathisri, 2011. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A_vacuum_cleaner.jpg 

Public Domain Image Archive Sources - https://pdimagearchive.org/sources/  

[Open Alex – Whale Communication Query] https://openalex.org/works?page=1&filter=title_and_abstract.search:whale+communication 

Open Music Archive https://www.openmusicarchive.org/  

Bots and robots “hoover” up humanity’s data, words, images, and sounds

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A_vacuum_cleaner.jpg
https://pdimagearchive.org/sources/
https://openalex.org/works?page=1&filter=title_and_abstract.search:whale+communication
https://www.openmusicarchive.org/


   

14https://theconversation.com/an-academic-publisher-has-struck-an-ai-data-deal-with-microsoft-without-their-authors-knowledge-235203 

https://www.animationmagazine.net/2025/03/an-insult-to-life-itself-openais-new-tech-fuels-ghibli-
imitation-trend-raises-questions/ 

3.2. LLMs & GenAI Need “Content” to “Train” 
 Deals, Concerns….

July 2024 March 2025
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https://apnews.com/article/anthropic-copyright-authors-settlement-training-f294266bc79a16ec90d2ddccdf435164 https://www.euronews.com/next/2025/07/01/danish-publishers-sue-openai-after-failing-to-strike-rights-deal 

3.3. LLMs & GenAI Need  “Content” to “Train”
 Lawsuits & Settlements 

September 2025

July 2025
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3.4. LLMs & GenAI Need  “Content” to “Train”
 Lawsuits & “Requests” 
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   4.1. Text & Data Mining (TDM) Licensing

17

https://libguides.hkust.edu.hk/tdm 

https://libguides.hkust.edu.hk/tdm


   
4.2. Text & Data Mining (TDM) 
 Examples of different licensing
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Each publisher has its own: 
• Rules 
• License agreements
• Subject to change
• Subject to negotiation
Librarians must
• Negotiate vigorously
• Record & share 

agreements
• Inform users
• Update info promptly



   

19https://sr.ithaka.org/our-work/generative-ai-licensing-agreement-tracker/ 

4.3. Scholarly Publishing GenAI Deal Tracker 

Librarians need to keep updated on publishers' arrangements & help inform researchers
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vRJ8ZPFRAY6GKX_026vvtQk6ExJSbiI7X_xSrGDEdqdX1BPzAMZccRFe5mhdxck5YRwOlXg4pFY7LWm/pubhtml 

4.4. Scholarly Publishing GenAI Deal Tracker (b)

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vRJ8ZPFRAY6GKX_026vvtQk6ExJSbiI7X_xSrGDEdqdX1BPzAMZccRFe5mhdxck5YRwOlXg4pFY7LWm/pubhtml
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vRJ8ZPFRAY6GKX_026vvtQk6ExJSbiI7X_xSrGDEdqdX1BPzAMZccRFe5mhdxck5YRwOlXg4pFY7LWm/pubhtml
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https://www.ipd.gov.hk/en/copyright/current-topics/public-consultation-on-copyright-and-artificial/index.html 

Consultation – 2024 Summer
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https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2025/english/panels/ci/papers/ci20250218cb2-240-4-e.pdf 
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https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2025/english/panels/ci/papers/ci20250218cb2-240-4-e.pdf 

5.3. GenAI & Copyright in Hong Kong

• No legislation yet – "Possible" - Maybe, in the future
• License agreements can allow greater or less rights than in ordinance

https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2025/english/panels/ci/papers/ci20250218cb2-240-4-e.pdf
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In Hong Kong, computer generated works are 
copyrightable.

 - Copyright Ordinance, section 11

Are computer-generated works copyrightable?

5.4. GenAI & Copyright in Hong Kong

https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap528?xpid=ID_1438403328304_001
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LDMA ???
Literary
Dramatic
Musical
Artistic

5.5. GenAI & Copyright in Hong Kong
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Protecting work from GenAI Harvesting
? Possible?
? Desired?

5.6. GenAI & Copyright in Hong Kong

https://libguides.hkust.edu.hk/copyright/gen-ai
https://libguides.hkust.edu.hk/copyright/gen-ai
https://libguides.hkust.edu.hk/copyright/gen-ai
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https://libguides.hkust.edu.hk/ai-literacy/faqs 

5.7. GenAI & Copyright in Hong Kong

https://libguides.hkust.edu.hk/ai-literacy/faqs
https://libguides.hkust.edu.hk/ai-literacy/faqs
https://libguides.hkust.edu.hk/ai-literacy/faqs
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cc-by 2.0, 2007. Infrogmation of New Orleans. Bilingual thank you messages in the grotto of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church. GuadalupeNOLA15Oct07ThanksMerci.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:GuadalupeNOLA15Oct07ThanksMerci.jpg
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