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The AI Research Tool 
Landscape

1 Late 2022

Launch of ChatGPT sparks AI tool explosion

2 2023

Lib rarie s  b egin sup p ort ing AI- p owered  re search tools

3 Present

Prolife rat ion of tools  challenges  se lec t ion p rocess



Libraries Bridging the 
Digital Divide
Academic libraries have long served as equalizers, providing universal 
access  to e ssent ial re search tools  like  c itat ion manage rs  and  d ata 

analys is  software  for all scholars , regard le ss  of re source s .

Tod ay, this  vital miss ion extend s  to d emocrat izing acce ss  to p owerful AI-

p owered  re search tools , ensuring that  cut t ing- ed ge  te chnology remains  

acce ss ib le  to the  ent ire  acad emic  community.



The Selection Challenge

Numerous Tools 
Available

Difficulty in choosing which 
to sup p ort

Limited Resources

Const raint s  on s taff and  

b ud ge t

Rapid Evolution

Tools  cons tant ly up d at ing and  imp roving



Tools already seeing adoption by JULAC 
libraries

Scite
Large citation database augmented with an AI research assistant

Elicit
AI- p owe re d  lite rature  re vie w ass is tant

Consensus
Ac ad e mic  se arc h e ngine  p owe re d  b y AI



Tools on the Horizon
Just a few of the AI - p owered  re search p lat forms  recent ly re leased  or und e r d eve lop ment…

Scopus AI

Next - gene rat ion b ib liome t ric  

analys is  p lat form b ringing ad vanced  

analyt ic s  to c it at ion re search

Web of Science Research 
Assistant

Enhanced  lit e rature  d iscove ry tool 

d e s igned  to t ransform scholarly 

search workflows

Primo Research Assistant

AI- p owered  lib rary d iscove ry 

sys tem integrat ing inte lligent  search 

cap ab ilit ie s

JSTOR AI

Inte lligent  acad emic  content  exp lorat ion p lat form for 

d eep e r re search ins ights

ProQuest Ebook Central AI

Smart  eb ook re search comp anion enhanc ing d igital 

re ad ing exp e riences



JULAC LSC Working Group Approach

Step 1: Create Shared 
Guidelines

Develop a comprehensive 
asse ssment  framework toge the r

Step 2: Divide and Conquer

Dis t rib ut ing asse ssment  

re sp ons ib ilit ie s  ac ross  memb er 

lib rarie s

Step 3: Share Knowledge

Disseminat ing find ings  and  ins ights  

with each othe r



Assessment Guidelines for AI Research Tools
1. Accessibility: Ease of access and use.

2. Pricing: Evaluate pricing model and value of the free version (if provided).

3. Data Sources and Coverage: Breadth and depth of information sources supported.

4. Search Capabilities: Flexibility and effectiveness of search functions.

5. Performance on Source Retrieval: Relevance and recall in retrieving documents.

6. Performance on Source Summary: Quality and conciseness of AI - generated summaries.

7. Output and Export Options: Flexibility in saving and sharing research findings.

8. Other Features: Additional functionality that enhances the research experience.

9. Data Privacy and Ethics: Safeguards for user privacy and responsible use of AI.

10. Vendor Viability: Stability and long - term commitment of the tool's provider.



Ongoing Evaluation Process

Initial Analysis

First round of assessments

Regular Updates

Sub seq uent  round s  to t rack tool evolut ion

Continuous Improvement

Refine  asse ssment  p rocess  b ased  on feed b ack



Future Plans and Next Steps

1 Disseminate Findings

Share results within and beyond JULAC

2 Expand Collaboration

Invite  more  lib rarians  to p art ic ip ate  in asse ssments



Thank You!
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