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Joint University Librarians Advisory Committee
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Consortiall
Guidelines for Affiliated Membership
I. Categories

1. Academic libraries

An individual library affiliated with a single academic institution: college or university in Hong Kong or Macau.

2. Other libraries

An individual library affiliated with a single institution: corporation, commerce, industry, government department, and quasi-government institution.

II. Benefits

· Eligible for Consortiall consortial reduced subscription rate

· May obtain better licensing terms
· Enjoy Consortiall’s effective consulting services

· Keep up-to-date knowledge and information on Consortiall e.g. general guidelines for license negotiation

· JULAC’s web site can serve as the first point of inquiry about any resources on offer to Consortiall
III. Obligation and expectation

1. Shared value

Affiliated members are required to share Consortiall’s philosophy, interests and relevant working procedures.  All agreement term and pricing information received from Consortiall should be treated confidentially. Under no circumstances should this information be disclosed to other library vendors or non-JULAC libraries except those participate in the consortial deal.

2. Entry Form

All affiliated members are required to submit a general entry form and provide all necessary information. When the application is formally approved by Consortiall, the secretary of Consortiall will notify new participants their eligibility to participate in Consortiall’s consortium. 

3. Cost, renewal and withdrawal

The cost of participation is currently free. JULAC reserves the rights to incur any charge on external participants. Affiliated members will receive automatic renewal on 1st July for a further successive period of one (1) year. Either party may terminate the renewal, effective on the next renewal date, by giving thirty (30) days written notice. Since external participants are not members of Consortiall, they do not have voting privileges nor do they participate in the governance of Consortiall’s activities.

4. Subscription term and payment

When affiliated members show interest in joining a particular Consortiall’s consortial agreement, their nominated key contact person should be responsible to disclose to Consortiall details of their current product(s) subscription including cost of their previous year’s subscription
, platform and format, etc. Upon receiving the previous subscription details, Consortiall will include external participants in the consortial negotiation. Thus, each inclusion is dealt with on an ad hoc basic. Not all negotiations are guaranteed to be successful, as this is dependent on terms offered which need to be agreed by participants involved.

The interests of Consortiall members take priority at all times. The inclusion of external participants in the agreement/negotiation is totally dependent on whether it is of any benefit to Consortiall. If it is thought to be detrimental to the interests or priority of Consortiall, external participants may not be included in the negotiation process.

Affiliated members must agree to abide by the consortium terms, general subscription and license agreement. Invoices must be handled expeditiously as stipulated in the agreement.

5. Negotiation process

It is important that external participants do not undertake the negotiation process with vendors for any Consortiall’s consortial deal. However, they may be invited to attend meetings organized by Consortiall with vendors.

IV. Indemnification

In no event shall Consortiall and/or JULAC be liable for direct, indirect, special, incidental, consequential or exemplary damages arising out of the use of or inability to use products or for the loss or damage of any nature caused to any person or external participants as a result of the use of any products arranged by Consortiall. Affiliated member agrees to indemnify Consortiall and/or JULAC and hold them harmless from and against any and all claims of authorized users or other third parties arising out of or related to the use of the licensed materials, regardless of whether such claims was foreseeable.

� If you have a legally bound agreement with the vendors restricting the release of the cost to outsiders, you are not obliged to disclose your current pricing information. Or else, it will facilitate Consortiall’s negotiation process if your subscription price is made available.
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